Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 1 Rebels
· Shiploads of businessmen and religious pilgrims crossed the ocean for a new life in America.
· One ship, the Deliverance, carried John Rolfe (24-year old English farmer) with Spanish tobacco seeds.

· The voyage across the Atlantic took 2-months and 7 out of every 10 passengers would die within a year.

· North America was the ultimate land of opportunity. It was a continent of vast amounts of land and untapped wealth.

· There was a blanket of forest containing 50-billion trees. Out west there was 9-million square miles of wilderness. 60-million bison roamed the plains. Underground there were rumors of gems, rumors, and the largest seams of gold in the world.

· What Rolfe found at the English settlement at Jamestown was hell on Earth.

· 500 made the journey before Rolfe and barely 60 remained. It was called the “Starving Time.” Settlers ate their pack animals, leather, and some even turned to cannibalism.

· One man was burned alive for killing his wife and planning to eat her.

· The settlers were not prepared and instead of growing food they focused on finding gold.

· Jamestown was built in the middle of a Native American empire of 20,000 Powhatan natives. Soon the settlers were enemies with the natives.

· Only 1 in 10 of the original settlers was left,

· Rolfe brought South American Spanish tobacco seeds to grow and make money. Selling tobacco seeds to foreigners is punishable by death in the Spanish colonies.
· The first crop grew well in the Chesapeake soil. The large harvest in tobacco was worth more than $1-million in today’s money.

· Rolfe married Pocahontas. In England Rolfe made her a celebrity when her portrait was done. She was a symbol and advertisement for the “new” world.

· Shakespeare mentioned America and England’s rich invested money in America.
· Within 2-years tobacco grew in every garden. Jamestown became America’s first boom town.

· 2-years later 19 slaves from West Africa arrived in Jamestown. Some went on to own their own land in Virginia. 12-years after the founding of Jamestown Africans played an important role.

· 30-years later there were over 20,000 settlers in America.

· America was founded on tobacco and it would become America’s most important export.

· 10-years after Rolfe arrived in Jamestown another group of settlers arrived in North America.

· The settlers arrived 450-miles north of Jamestown. They called their settlement Plymouth after the port from which they sailed.

· These settlers were religious dissidents who crossed to find religious freedom in America.

· By April 1621 their boat, the Mayflower, returned to England. The Pilgrims were now in America with no way home.

· 19 families, goats, sheep, chickens, dogs, with spinning wheels, books, and guns but no way home.

· They were heading for the Hudson River but landed 200-miles north just before winter.

· It was a mini-Ice Age with temperatures 2˚ colder than today. Growing seasons were shorter and life was more difficult.

· The soil in Plymouth was poor and sandy. Food supplies ran low. In the first 6-months more than half of the Pilgrims died.

· William Bradford became the governor of the colony. He wrote a journal documenting the settlement of Plymouth. They also documented the enormous death.

· Today more than 10% of all Americans can trace their ancestry back to the Mayflower.

· For a time Plymouth was safe but like Jamestown, there were natives there first.

· Five years before the Pilgrims white Europeans arrived on the coast. Nearly 9 out of 10 of the local natives were wiped out from European disease.
· The Pokanoket people made peace with the natives and taught them how to use fish for fertilizer in order to grow crops in the sandy soil.

· In exchange they want the Pilgrims to help them against a local enemy tribe with their guns. The Pilgrims helped in the raid against the enemy tribe on August 14, 1621.

· The natives had no answer for English guns and the Pokanoket and Pilgrims forged a peaceful alliance. 

· The victory and friendship was celebrated in a feast known as the first Thanksgiving.

· It was the start of a period of prosperity that would transform America. Settlements expanded and more settlers began to arrive from everywhere.

· Together Thirteen Colonies formed. The South was driven by agriculture and dirt farms turned into sprawling plantations. Germans and Irish pushed back the western frontier. The Dutch brought trade to Manhattan (New York City).

· The colonists were 2-inches taller and healthier than those left behind in Europe. The Puritans averaged 8-children and were twice as likely to survive to adulthood.

· The settlers were 20% richer than those in Europe but only paid 25% of the taxes.
· Many still thought of themselves as English but each generation grew farther apart from the English.

· In Boston May 9, 1768 the British wanted more taxes and sprung a surprise raid on John Hancock’s ship, the Liberty.

· Hancock’s crew trapped them below deck

· The ship carried 100 casks of imported wine but didn’t want to pay the required taxes on it. To the British they were just smugglers.

· The British seized the Liberty and riots spread across Boston. The king sent 4,000 Redcoats to Boston to enforce his laws.

· October 1768 British soldiers clamped down on Boston. Boston’s dockyards produced 200 ships per year and was a hub for trade.
· Timber fueled the global economy and the king claimed the best trees for his ships. England’s forests were gone and it needed American wood.

· In Boston there was 1 Redcoat for every 4 citizens. It was a city under siege.

· Paul Revere was a silversmith and a self-made man. When revolution came, Revere was at the center of it.

· The Thirteen Colonies were an economic powerhouse that was critical to Britain.

· 25% of British manufactured goods were traded in America and America sent thousands of pounds of salted cod to the English Caribbean each year. In exchange the ships brought back sugar and molasses (the raw ingredients for rum). The British taxes these goods upon every exchange.

· In Africa rum was used to purchase slaves. Between 1700 and 1800 more than 250,000 African slaves were brought to the American colonies. Most ended up on large plantations in the South but they were also critical to the economy of the North.

· March 5, 1770 after three days of unrest an angry mob formed. Angry men who lost their jobs blamed the British. Now the angry mob faced off against 8 Redcoats with orders not to fire.
· A 17-year old wig-maker’s apprentice lit the fuse. The crowd hit Private High Montgomery with a club and he fired into the crowd. Soon shots rang out successively.

· African American Crispus Attucks died instantly. When the smoke cleared 4 others died. Boston’s reaction changed history.

· Paul Revere captured the image in an engraving called “Bloody Massacre.” It was propaganda that spread across the Thirteen Colonies.

· The most formidable army in the world fired upon an unarmed crowd. This allowed the Patriots to rally others to their side.

· Boston had the first daily newspaper. By now there were 40 other newspapers in the Colonies. The new postmaster was Benjamin Franklin who introduced night riders to deliver the mail (it cut transportation time in half).

· The British hoped to contain the news of the Boston Massacre. Before news reached England most Colonists already knew of the Boston Massacre.

· December 1773 the Boston Gazette published another story- the Boston Tea Party.

· England repealed all taxes in the Colonies except the tax on tea.

· Rebels dumped over $1-million in tea into Boston Harbor in the Boston Tea Party. The British responded by shutting down Boston Harbor (one of America’s busiest and wealthiest ports).

· Hundreds lost their jobs. Britain wanted to punish Boston for its resistance.

· Tensions escalated beyond Boston to the west. Britain prohibited settlement of the western frontier.
· To protect native lands and protect settlers the British outlawed settlement beyond the Proclamation Line (Proclamation of 1763).

· Hundreds were evicted from their homes on the frontier.

· September 5, 1774- 56 delegates from across the Colonies gathered at the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia. It was the first step towards American democracy.

· Among the delegates were John Adams, Patrick Henry, and George Washington. Across America people stashed guns and planned to defend themselves.
· Most people in Philadelphia opposed conflict with Britain. They decided, however, that a British attack on one colony was an attack on all of them. They built solidarity and unity.

· Spring 1775 near Concord MA, local gunsmith Isaac Davis put the local militia through training. Volunteer home guards would be America’s first line of defense. They were average citizens and not a well-trained army.

· Every town across the Colonies had its own militia but now it trained to defend itself against Britain. Men between 16 and 60 prepared to defend within a minute’s notice.

· April 19, 1775 after midnight 900 Redcoats left their barracks in Boston and headed to Concord to arrest rebel leaders and seize their weapons.

· Paul Revere’s midnight ride alerted local militias that the British were on the move. He reached Lexington in time to spread the word and assemble the militia. 

· By 5 in the morning 60 Lexington militiamen under Captain John Parker lined up across from hundreds of Redcoats.

· The British were well-trained soldiers who in the last 20 years fought on five continents and destroyed anyone in their way.

· Parker ordered not to fire unless fired upon but if the British meant to have war- let it begin here.

· 25% of the men standing with Parker were related to him.

· Nobody know who fired first, but the “Shot heard ‘round the world” rang out.

· The British began firing (4-times the rate of the militiamen) and then charged. The Patriots retreated- but the American Revolutionary World had begun.

· 8 Patriots died at Lexington and 10 were wounded.

· The Redcoats reached Concord at 9 a.m. but the rebels got there first and hid almost everything. The British searched for weapons, giving the Patriots more time to spread the word.

· By late morning 1,000 militiamen gathered outside the town of Concord with the plan of defending their towns against the British.

· Exhausted, the British soldiers now faced a 20-mile march back to Boston. They faced fire all the way along their march.

· The Patriots had finally had their chance to take on tyranny. The Patriots seized the upper hands and planned to make the British pay. One-third were killed or wounded.
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